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tern would be shaken, or the condition of any order of be-
ings altered for the worse ?

He. comes, in the fifth letter, to political, and, in the
sixth, to religious evils. Of political evil, if we suppose
the origin of, moral evil discovered, the account is by no
means difficult; polity being only the conduct of immoral
men in publick affairs. The evils of each particular kind
of government are very clearly and elegantly displayed,,
and, from their secondary causes, very rationally deduced;
but the first cause lies still in its ancient obscurity. There
is, iu this letter, nothing new, nor any thing eminently in*
structiye; one of his practical deductions, that " from go-
verment, evils cannot be eradicated, and their excess only
can be prevented," has been always allowed; the ques-
tion, upon which all dissension arises, is, when that excess
begins, at what point men shall cease to bear, and attempt
to remedy.

Another of his precepts, though not new, well deserves
. to be transcribed, because it cannot be too frequently im-
pressed.

" What has here been said of their imperfections and
abuses, is, by no means, intended as a defence of them:
every wise man ought to redress them to the utmost of his
power; which can be effected by 'one method only, that
is, by a reformation of .manners ; for, as all political evils
derive their original from moral, these can never be re-
moved, until those are first amended. He, therefore, who
strictly adheres to virtue and sobriety in his conduct, and
enforces them by his example, does more real service to a
state, than he who displaces a minister, or dethrones a ty-
rant : this gives but a temporary relief, but that extermi-
nates the cause of the disease. No immoral man, then,
can possibly be a true patriot; and all those who profess
outrageous zeal for the liberty and prosperity of their
country, and, at the same time, infringe her laws, affront
her religion, and debauch her people, are but despicable
quacks, by fraud or ignorance increasing the disorders
they pretend to remedy."